
CTE Calendar

CUTTINGEDGE

June 24, 2021
District
- Last Day of School for NTPS students

June 29 - July 2, 2021
FBLA
- National Leadership Conference

We thank all of our CTE partners for 
the support this school year!

New Growth @ River Ridge
The seeds are planted for a new Horticulture 
class to blossom next school year at River Ridge 
High School

With a focus on theatre production, students 
in Jeremiah Tuckett’s Stagecraft program at 
Timberline High School ‘hit the high note’

A Spotlight on Stagecraft
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The variety of plant choices may have been more limited this year & customers 
had to remain at their vehicles to pick up online pre-orders brought out by student 
volunteers, but the NTHS Plant Sale was a success earlier this spring.  Hundreds of 
floral porch planters, hanging baskets, and tomato plants, grown by NTHS students, 
were purchased by community members during the week of May 2-8.  

Most items sold out and CTE teacher Mark Sloan saw the sale as a full team 
effort. “Thanks to the community and NTPS for support.  Thumbs up to [volunteers] 
Amy Rye and Brooklyn Hooper.  Rock star student helpers for two days included 
Emily Griggs, Ada Harrkrider, Silvina Escobar Parish, and Arika Coakley.”

CTE Connect

CTE Bits & Bytes

CTE Department Staff
Brad Hooper

Director

Amy Rye
Administrative Assistant

Chris Groen
Instructional Specialist

NTHS Horticulture successfully adapts annual plant sale 

As this unpredictable and unprecedented 
school year wraps up, we want to appreciate 
the huge efforts made by all to support our 
mission in CTE at North Thurston Public Schools.  

First, we want to recognize our community 
partners who continued to provide valuable 
expertise through our CTE Advisory programs 
and for their participation in virtual classroom 
visits and guest speaking appearances.

Our building and district administrators have 
also been immensely supportive in providing 
guidance as we’ve navigated the changing 
tides of the pandemic to both provide 
technological and instructional support for our 
teachers and to provide a roadmap and the 
direction and organization for getting students 
back into school buildings learning in person.

Last, hats off to our CTE teaching and 
support staff for doing what they do best: 
helping our students gain the skills they 
need for their next level of schooling and/
or preparation for employment.  It was 
rarely easy this year for our staff, but through 
dedication, teamwork, and constant creativity 
and flexibility, our teachers and support staff 
continued to guide students in ways that will 
both help them long-term and strengthen 
our department’s effectiveness in reaching 
students and preparing them for their futures. 
Through virtual field trips, recorded and live 
demonstrations, take-home kits, and many 
other instructional means, our teachers truly 
made learning come to life this year. Our 
students are more prepared & better off for it.

Thanks for all the support and contributions 
that each member of our CTE community has 
made to our program this year. 

                             - Brad Hooper, CTE Director

Most CTE students are now back in buildings 4 days a week
After more than a year of remote learning due to the pandemic, most NTPS CTE 

students returned to in-person instruction this spring in a hybrid model, consisting of 
4 days of in-person learning, labs, and hands-on activities each week, with Fridays 
reserved for online learning and small group support. The school year ends June 24. 

While select students opted for fully remote learning for the remainder of the 
year, most high schools and middle schools have seen a majority of their students 
return back in-person.  “It’s been great to have our students back in CTE classes 
participating in active, hands-on courses,” said Timberline High School Principal 
Paul Dean. “After being away for so long, it makes it even better.”



Scan the code to 
watch our CTE videos

FBLA 2021 State 
Winners Announced

1st Place - Mahala Pearson (THS) - 
Accounting I

1st Place - Issy Justis (KMS) - Creed

1st Place - Issy Justis (KMS) - The 
Intern

1st Place - Maiyah Soeung (KMS) - 
Social Media Concepts

1st Place - Cyrus Beall (KMS) - 
Ethical Leadership

3rd Place - Sarah Mercado (RRHS) 
- Publication Design

3rd Place - Alan Ly, Nicholas 
McClelland, & Minh Tran (RRHS) - 
Management Decision Making

4th Place - Sarah Mercado (RRHS) - 
Social Media Strategies

5th Place - Mason McFarland 
(RRHS) - Political Science

7th Place - Sarah Mercado (RRHS) - 
Organizational Leadership

9th Place - Kit Pries (ECA) - Business 
Communication

10th Place - Evan Barkis (RRHS) - 
Organizational Leadership

Welding
North Thurston High School

Robotics
Salish Middle School

Studio Art
Timberline High School

CTE in Action - Spring 2021



HighlightsHighlightsCTECTE

“The Salish Robotics 
class designed, built, 

coded and raced 
dragsters with gearing 

to increase speed.”

“The Tech Arts class  
learned how to operate 
numerous power tools in 
the shop and used CAD 

to design a birdhouse 
and took it all the way 

through construction and 
painting. We also designed 
custom phone stands and 

laser cut them ... and 
designed box shapes and 

3-D printed them.”

Evan Furtick
Salish Middle School

a selection of the creative and meaningful student learning that (despite Covid-19 protocols & challenges) happened 
throughout the district this school year in our Career & Technical Education programs...in the words of our teachers themselves.

“The inaugural cohort 
at Envision had over 

25 FBLA members, 10 
state qualifiers, and 

1 national qualifier.  
Business and Marketing 

CTE at Envision 
established their own 

strategic plan and what 
our Envision Enterprises 
(a student-run business) 

will look like in the 
future.”

Matthew Monnastes
Envision Career Academy

“The Yearbook students 
produced a one-and-only 

yearbook focusing on 
the students’ life, and 

despite a difficult year, 
we are at 88% of our 

sales goal”

Lori Borseth
North Thurston High School 

“River Ridge’s FBLA 
Club was very active 

and accomplished 
many things.  The 

officers hosted a live 
informational webinar 

w/ Secretary of State, 
Kim Wyman.  That was 

a great leadership 
opportunity for our club. 

...also 5 members will 
compete in the National 
Leadership Conference!”

Jill Hill
River Ridge High School 



River Ridge’s Horticulture program takes root.

The seeds have been planted for a new CTE 
Horticulture program at River Ridge High School.   
       Starting next school year, students at RRHS will 
be able to enroll in Biology through Horticulture, 
a hybrid CTE and Science course, focusing on 
sustainable agriculture.
 CTE teacher Chelsea Smith has been working 

behind the scenes this year to prepare the curriculum 
and facilities to have everything ready for students in the 
fall.  “We are going to be learning about biology through 
plants,” said Smith. “[Students] are going to learn about 
biological principles, how to grow things, how agriculture 
works with the environment, and how to make money from 
plants.”
 Using a combination of campus spaces including a 
classroom/lab, two greenhouses, and an outdoor raised 
bed garden, Smith sees the course as a way to reach 
students in a non-traditional way.  “They’re going to learn 
through getting their hands dirty.  A lot of kids are weirdly 
afraid of being outside and working in the dirt,” said Smith.  
“But when they break through that wall, it is exciting and it 
shows them they can try new things.”
 A recent transplant to the Northwest, Smith has 
taught similar courses in Minnesota and Arizona and has 
big plans to grow the program at River Ridge.  “There’s 
a lot of things to get excited about with plants and soil,” 
said Smith.   Near-term goals associated with the program 
include starting a FFA chapter, hosting a plant sale, and 
making the garden area a space that can be used by 

the whole school.  Smith 
is also excited about the 
blossoming partnership 
recently started with local 
non-profit, GRuB (Garden-
Raised Bounty).  The nine 
raised beds currently in 
place at River Ridge were 
provided by GRuB this 
spring.  “It has been really 
exciting to be involved 
with them and get stuff 
going,” said Smith.  
 In the first year, 
Smith plans to focus on 
both fruit/vegetable 
gardening and flower gardening, while also seeing the 
course as a way students can learn about themselves and 
the world around them.  “There’s a lot of skills that are to 
be learned in every aspect of the garden.  Knowing where 
your food comes from is really cool.  I pulled a carrot out 
of the garden at my old school and a kid was like ‘you’re 
going to eat that?’ There was just this disconnect and [this 
class] helps them make that connection.”
 As is the norm in CTE courses, the Biology through 
Horticulture class will also help students prepare for career 
opportunities.  “We’re hoping to get kids outside using their 
hands and learning about the agriculture [career] field in 
Western Washington, since there are a lot of opportunities.”  

Chelsea Smith
CTE Horticulture



HighlightsHighlightsMoreMore
“The Chinook MS Tech 

Arts class designed 
and 3D-printed 
scale model tiny 

houses while learning 
about environmental 

sustainability”

Ethan Berchet-Hall
Chinook MS

“Each of my 
Entrepreneurship 

students created a 
real-life business plan...

and helped market & 
operate a successful  
online student store”

Kelsey Moulton
Timberline High School

“Aspire Middle School’s
 Robotics Club 

collaborated virtually on 
projects throughout the 

year by meeting weekly 
over Zoom. 

Among other things, we 
made silly robot dances 
that were shared with 
the entire school during 
morning announcements. 

We’re excited to turn 
what we started this year 

into an in-person Robotics 
Club next year!”

Christina Arnold
Aspire Middle School

a continuation of the creative and meaningful student learning that (despite Covid-19 protocols & challenges) happened 
throughout the district this school year in our Career & Technical Education programs...in the words of our teachers themselves.

“It was nice to actually 
have students do hands-

on things in a hands-on 
class (welding & metal 

design)”

Jesse Ratcliff
North Thurston High School

““Timberline FBLA, 
although small this 

year, was a success.  5 
students earned a chance 

to compete at the 
state level and 1 Grand 

Champion was awarded.”

Rachael Ward
Timberline High School



When the curtain opens for each theatrical 
performance at Timberline High School, 
the eyes aren’t only on the performers.  
Months of preparation behind the scenes by 

students in CTE Stagecraft classes are also on display.
“I love working with these kids,” said Jeremiah Tuckett, 

who teaches Stagecraft 1 & 2.  
In these courses, Tuckett leads students in developing 

skills in set design & construction, color theory, scripting, 
rigging & knots, costuming, lighting, sound, props, and 
stage management.  More experienced students also 
learn leadership skills through mentoring as well as 
gaining work experience being part of run crews.  

Much of the class time is structured to give students 
hands-on experiences learning industry-standard 
production supplies & equipment they often have not 
used before.

The Stagecraft program’s successful work has not 
gone unnoticed by school officials and theatrical 
organizations either. “Under Mr. Tuckett’s leadership, 
students have had the opportunity to learn new skills 
and always done a great job with backdrops for 
performances.  Because of the positive experiences 
students are having, the program continues to grow,” 
said Paul Dean, THS principal. 

The 5th Avenue Awards program, based in Seattle, 
recently recognized the THS theatre program with 
the “You Hit the High Note” award for the 2019-
20 production of The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, a rating reserved for school theatrical 
performances with the overall technical production 
rated at 90% or higher.  

A notable part of the 5th Avenue evaluation reads: 
“Lights. sound, stage management, stage crew - all 
worked in tandem to create the magic that supports 
the actors to look and sound their best! ... Without their 
excellent work, the show would have lacked the finesse, 
the special effects, the visuals, and/or the ability to hear 
the actors.  Absolutely terrific work from all!”

Tuckett is excited about the direction the THS 
Stagecraft program is headed, “Students are learning 
that Stagecraft is more than building sets,” said Tuckett.  
“They are learning the art behind technical theatre and 
that the skills they learn in class can be applied to a 
variety of different careers.”

a spotlight on...

Left: THS teacher Jeremiah Tuckett shares how to make 
handmade puppets & a stagecraft student uses a 
cordless drill/driver to strike a set after a performance.

STAGECRAFT



www.nthurston.k12.wa.us/CTE

    Check out our webpage for more updates!      .   


